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HFSP Overview

Ministry of Science and 
ICT

지원 대상

HFSP Program
Program Supporting Innovative 
Interdisciplinary and International 
Collaborative Research in the Life Sciences

1987 - G7 Countries and the EU Initiated the Establishment of the Program

1990 - First HFSP awardees were selected

1990~2023 - Supported approximately 8,000 researchers worldwide

Research Grants: Supported a total of 1,212 teams, comprising 4,496 researchers
Postdoctoral Fellowships: Supported 3,476 researchers from 71 countries



HFSP & Korea

Ministry of Science and 
ICT

1991 – First Fellowships were awarded to 3 Korean Researchers

2000 – First Grant was awarded to Korean Researchers

2004 – Korea was invited to join HFSP as Member State

2005 – Korea started to pay Annual Contribution to the HFSPO

2024 – Korea has 24 Grantees & 53 Fellows



Grants & Fellowships

Ministry of Science and 
ICT

Research Grants (Deadline : March)

Early Career Program Grant

Objective
Support interdisciplinary and international collaborative teams 

Composed of 2 to 4 researchers from various field

Eligibility
All members must have obtained PhD, MD or

equivalent (Postdocs not eligible)
No longer than 10 years

All members must have obtained PhD, MD or
equivalent (Postdocs not eligible)

Structure of the 
Research Team

A research team of 2-4 PIs from multiple continents and disciplines.
Head of Principal Investigator will be from a non-profit organization in HFSPO member countries.

Duration/
Budget

Duration : 3 years in total / 
Budget : 2 researchers (300K USD per year), 3 researchers (400K USD per year), 

4 researchers (500 USD per year)



Ministry of Science and 
ICT

Postdoctoral Fellowships (Deadline : May)

Long-Term Fellowships Cross-Disciplinary Fellowships

Objective
Support early-career researchers to conduct a research outside their home country

Support proposals for frontier, potentially transformative research in the life sciences

Eligibility

PhD in life sciences and wish to pursue 

a new life science research topic
PhD from a non-biological discipline

Applicants must have at least one lead author publication
(Review articles or patents are not taken into account)

Duration /
Budget

Duration: 3 years in total 
Budget: Depending on the training country(approximately 60K USD per year) 

support for living expenses/research expenses/travel expenses

Grants & Fellowships



Awards to Korean Researchers & Institutions

Ministry of Science and 
ICT

77 Awards for 
Korea

25 Research 
Grantees

52 Fellowship
Awardees

2 Foreign 
Researchers

USA: 38
Europe: 9
Japan: 1

Others : 4

12 in Korean 
Institutions

2 in Korean 
Institutions

23 Korean 
Researchers

11 abroad



Major Activities

Ministry of Science and 
ICT

Annual Press Releases for Korean Awardees

Ministerial Commendations to HFSP Awardees

Annual Winners’ Gathering hosted by the Ministry of
Science and ICT and the National Research Foundation

Meeting between HFSP Program Applicants and 
Previous Awardees



Contact Point

- 과학기술정보통신부 다자협력담당과
    ·  장지선 사무관(T: 044-202-4362, E: smile313@korea.kr)
    ·  배지영 주무관(T: 044-202-4367, E: baejy0310@korea.kr)

- 한국연구재단 국제교류팀
    ·  이태성 연구원(T: 02-3460-5684, E: taesunglee@nrf.re.kr)

휴먼프론티어과학프로그램(HFSP) 협력사업 연구책임자

- 한국표준과학연구원 
·  김형하 책임연구원(T: 042-868-5369, E: hfsp.korea@gmail.com)

휴먼프론티어과학프로그램(HFSP) 협력사업 사업담당자



Thank You
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