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Defence-related research and innovation (R&I)  is  r is ing to the top of the pol i t ical  agenda,
both in Europe and beyond. Russia 's  invasion of the Ukraine, plus geopol it ical  tensions and
volati l i ty around the globe, has obl iged the EU to provide a col lective response to a new
era of security chal lenges - including, for the f i rst  t ime, an ambit ious defence industry
pol icy backed by large-scale investment in var ious science, technology and manufactur ing
domains.

In this context,  the European Commission is  actively explor ing how to redefine the
relat ionship between civ i l ian and mi l i tary research and technology development,  and how
to design and administer defence R&I funding - a responsibi l i ty which histor ical ly has been
in the hands of member-states.  Moreover,  with the introduction of programmes l ike NATO’s
Defence Innovation Accelerator for the North Atlantic (DIANA) programme, and an increase
in endowments to the European Defence Fund, a push for dual-use research to also enter
the EU Framework Programme could soon material ise.

Unsurpr is ingly ,  there are concerns within the research world about how this trend could
affect exist ing R&I budgets and programmes. In paral lel ,  publ ic and private sector
organisations are wrest l ing with the extent to which they are wi l l ing and able to engage in
dual-use R&I programmes, whi le appreciating the opportunit ies that may l ie ahead.
Reconci l ing confl ict ing views wi l l  be crucial  to avoid counterproductive tensions between
the research and industr ial  compartments,  and to ensure an eff icient distr ibution of money
through the appropriate funding instruments.  On Apri l  16,  Science|Business br ings together
experts from across i ts  international Network and the wider defence R&I community to dive
deeper into these issues and debate the best way forward.
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Welcome & introduction

Simon Pickard, Network Director, Science|Business

Totally secure: How should Europe organise its defence and security framework

The war in Ukraine and growing hostilities in the Middle East have catalysed a paradigm shift in
European thinking about its approach to defence and security. Having benefited from 30 years of
post-cold war peace, there is now a deep sense of urgency (at EU and member-state level) to make
up for lost time. Yet today’s crises are nonetheless tomorrow’s opportunity – above all, to develop a
long-term vision and strategy, underpinned by research and technology development across sectors
and borders, that will provide Europe with the essential capabilities it needs.

The first part of the roundtable will focus on the challenge of mobilising Europe’s full resources in R&I
to achieve this goal. Among the topics to be considered: is the EU ready to embrace a fully
integrated, 360-degree ecosystem, and how to organise it in the most effective way? Will dual-use
R&I have a critical role to play moving forward, and how to apply across multiple tech domains? Is a
new approach needed to align EU and national interests, and to support international R&I
cooperation? And where does industry see the key barriers and opportunities moving forward, given
wider policy agendas on economic security and competitiveness?

Opening remarks:

Gábor Iklódy, former Assistant Secretary-General, NATO and EU Ambassador to Eritrea
Michalis Ketselidis, Senior Expert, Defence Industry and Space, Secretariat General of the
European Commission

Coffee break

Dual by design: How to accelerate R&I performance and prepare for 2028?

Given legislative constraints, policy makers have the twin challenge of optimising support for dual-use
R&I until 2027, while formulating strategic options for the next multi-annual financial framework
(MFF) from 2028-2035. The second half of the roundtable will focus on the ways in which these are
being addressed – not only in terms of new actions under existing instruments, but also key issues to
address in planning for the next MFF.

Among the topics to be considered: how is Europe planning to advance dual-use R&I through to
2027? Are there smart ways to increase the knowledge and innovation flows between civil and
defence sectors – both in EU programmes and elsewhere? How to address the financing issue for
dual-use and avoid the usual disputes over budget allocation? What are the implications for research
security and ethics that dual-use represents? And the elephant in the room for many organisations at
the moment – what role for dual-use research in FP10, the successor to Horizon Europe?

Opening remarks:

Nynke Tigchelaar, Head of Unit, European Defence Fund Implementation – Defence
Technologies and Innovation, DG DEFIS, European Commission
Nicolas Bessot, Head of Unit, Innovation and Security Research, DG HOME, European
Commission

End of roundtable, followed by short networking reception

14:05 

14:00 

15:20 

15:40

17:00



Lunch 

 1 4 : 4 5 Coffee Break

 1 5 : 1 5

Bright future: Developing the next generation of scientific
entrepreneurs (mobility, business skills, support services and
access to EU funding and private capital)
A panel discussion featuring

Roger Blears, Senior Partner, RW Blears LLP
Ana Barjasic, Chief Executive Officer, Connectology; Member,
EIC Board
Angela Ivanova, Co-Founder and Executive Partner, Lam'On

Moderated by Florin Zubașcu, Executive Editor, Science|Business

 1 6 : 0 0 End of conference
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NICOLAS BESSOT
Head of Unit, Innovation and Security Research, DG HOME, European Commission

Nicolas Bessot is the head of unit for innovation and security research in the European Commission’s
directorate general for migration and home affairs. In his current functions, Nicolas is responsible for the
management of the security research part (Cluster 3) of the EU Framework Programme for Research and
Innovation, by setting the research agenda, in cooperation with the Member States, in the areas of fighting
crime and terrorism, border security, disaster resilient societies and infrastructure protection. He is also co-
chair of the EU Innovation Hub of EU Agencies in the field of justice and home affairs since 2022. Nicolas
has been working in the European Commission since 2006. He joined He joined his current directorate in
early 2015 to prepare the Commission's policy response to the terrorist attacks of 2015, and then
coordinated the implementation of the strategy within the Commission. 
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ROBERTO CASCELLA
Chief Technology Officer, European Cyber Security Organisation

Roberto Cascella works as chief technology officer at the European Cyber Security Organisation (ECSO).
He also coordinates the two technical ECSO WGs with a high impact on the European cybersecurity
strategy: WG6 defines the cybersecurity R&I roadmap for trusted and resilient technologies, and WG1
focuses on standardisation and certification in cybersecurity with the mission to establish trusted supply
chains at EU level. He also represents ECSO in different committees, including the SCCG established
under the Cybersecurity Act. He serves as project coordinator of the European Cybersecurity Community
Support Project (ECCO) that received funding from the Digital Europe programme to support the activities
necessary to develop, promote, coordinate and organise the work of the cybersecurity competence
community at European level, within the scope and operations of the ECCC and National Coordination
Centres Network. 

MICHAEL FRONEBERG
Head of EU & NATO Relations, KNDS

In his first work life, Michael Froneberg spent 25 years as a medical staff officer in the German
Bundeswehr. Rather than becoming a physician within the military, he chose to follow a more leadership-
oriented path and joined the airborne infantry. During this time, he went to Afghanistan twice and also
took part in a military evacuation operation. Among other later assignments, he was part of the German
National General/Admiral Staff Officers’ Course and had a job as a senior advisor on military and security
policy in the German parliament. Choosing wife and son over a further military career, he then joined
forces with KNDS Germany, one of the large suppliers of military equipment to Ukraine, including the
Leopard 2 main battle tank. 

GÁBOR IKLÓDY
Former Assistant Secretary-General, NATO and EU Ambassador to Eritrea

Gábor is currently an independent consultant in security and defence matters. Over the past 14 years he
worked in senior positions in the EU and NATO. Lately, he was EU’s ambassador to Eritrea. Before, he was
director for crisis management and planning in the European External Action Service. Until 2013 he served
as NATO assistant secretary general for ‘emerging security challenges’ responsible for cyber threats,
terrorism, energy vulnerabilities, nuclear policy as well as strategic foresight. Previously, he worked for
almost three decades in the Hungarian foreign service. When he left he was political director. His posts
overseas included Bucharest, Vienna, Oslo and Stockholm: in the last two he was ambassador. Gábor is
married and has two adult children. 
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MICHALIS KETSELIDIS
Senior Expert, Coordination of Foreign, Security & Defence Policy Implementation, Secretariat
General, European Commission

Michalis has been working with the European Commission for 30 years. He holds a master’s degree in
computer science from Imperial College London and a diploma in electrical engineering from the University
of Thessaloniki. He started his career with roles at Intracom in Greece and Ericsson in Ireland before joining
the Commission's Joint Research Centre (JRC) in Ispra, Italy, in 1994. There, he contributed to space
research and participated in project management for Galileo and Copernicus feasibility phases. Between
2002 and 2008, he served in the Commission’s drectorate general for external relations, managing crisis
response projects worldwide. Since 2008, he has been with the secretariat general of the Commission,
focusing on cross-sectoral crisis management, classified information handling, and relations with the
Council. His portfolio has expanded to include defense industry, space, economic security, dual use, and
critical technologies, collaborating closely with various other directorates general such as DEFIS, CNECT,
RTD, HOME, JRC, and GROW. 

PANAGIOTIS KIKIRAS
Head of Unit, Technology and Innovation, European Defence Agency

Panagiotis Kikiras is the head of unit for technology and innovation at the research technology and
innovation directorate of the European Defence Agency (EDA), with over 20 years of experience in
computer and network engineering. His expertise spans IoT, wireless sensors, embedded systems, cyber
defense, and C4ISR systems. He graduated from the Hellenic Army Military Academy and holds multiple
degrees including an M.Sc in management and economics of communication networks and a Ph.D in
electrical and computer engineering. Before joining EDA, Panagiotis held leadership roles in industry,
governmental agencies, and academia. His experience includes managing European and national projects
in homeland security and defense and overseeing large-scale sensor-based IT systems. He was an adjunct
associate professor at the University of Thessaly where he created, and was the technical director, of the
Wireless Sensor Sensing Laboratory, contributing to numerous patents and scientific publications.
Panagiotis has authored over 80 papers and is a senior member of the IEEE. 

NYNKE TIGCHELAAR
Head of Unit, European Defence Fund Implementation – Defence Technologies and Innovation,
DG DEFIS, European Commission

Nynke Tigchelaar is the head of unit for European Defence Fund Implementation 2 – defence technologies
and innovation within European Commission’s defence industry and space directorate (DEFIS), where for
the previous two years she was deputy head of unit for defence industrial and market policy. She has been
working for the European Commission for over twenty years in the defence, internal market and competition
directorates, as well as the secretariat general. Before joining the European Commission, from 1999-2003
Nynke worked at the Dutch Ministry of Finance as policy advisor on European fiscal affairs. From 1995-1999,
she worked at the Netherlands Enterprise Agency as project advisor and national focal point for the EU
research framework programmes and LIFE. In 1995, she graduated from the University of Groningen with a
master’s degree in international relations and international organisations, specialising in European
integration. 

SIMON PICKARD
Network Director, Science|Business (moderator)

Simon Pickard leads on network engagement and development for Science|Business in line with the
company’s growth strategy. He previously held directorial positions with The Academy of Business in Society
(ABIS) network and IDAS Global, a technology solutions provider to the global cash industry. Within these
roles, he designed and coordinated a wide range of international projects focused on sustainability-driven
innovation, both in research and executive education. Simon holds master's degrees in modern languages
from the University of Oxford and in business administration from HEC Paris School of Management.
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Dan Andree, Senior Advisor, University Alliance Stockholm Trio

Sophie Batas, Senior Director EU Affairs, Dassault Systèmes

Stephane Berghmans, Director for Research & Innovation, European University Association

Nicolas Bessot, Head of Unit, Innovation and Security Research, DG HOME, European Commission 

Johan Blaus, Senior Advisor Collaboration and Partnerships, KTH - Royal Institute of Technology

Niek Brunsveld, Team Leader Research and Innovation Policy, University of Amsterdam

Julia Carmichael, Chief Risk Officer, Trinity College Dublin

Maria Luisa Carosso, Senior Grants Advisor, University of Twente

Roberto Cascella, Chief Technology Officer, European Cyber Security Organisation

Enrico Comin, EU Policy & Public Affairs Officer, Leonardo

Andrea Croci, Senior Manager Government Relations EU & NATO, GE Aerospace

Oliver Cusworth, Senior Advisor, European Investment Bank

Elena Dominguez, Director of Brussels Office, Spanish National Research Council (CSIC)

Joan Farnos, Leading Researcher, Barcelona Supercomputing Center

Maryline Fiaschi, Chief Executive Officer, Science|Business

Michael Froneberg, Head of EU & NATO Relations, KNDS

Meri Georgievska-van de Laar, Director European Affairs, Erasmus University Rotterdam

Martin Greenacre, Technology Reporter, Science|Business

Raffaele Guerini, Policy Officer, Science|Business

Elisa Halonen, Coordinator, CSC - IT Center for Science

Edit Herczog, Chair, Widening Group, Science|Business

Sandra Hesping, Adviser International Research, Eindhoven University of Technology

Gábor Iklódy, Former Assistant Secretary-General, NATO and EU Ambassador to Eritrea

Michalis Ketselidis, Senior Expert, Coordination of Foreign, Security & Defence Policy Implementation,

Secretariat General, European Commission 

Panagiotis Kikiras, Head of Unit - Technology and Innovation, European Defence Agency

Shlomi Kofman, Vice President for International Collaborations, Israel-Europe Research & Innovation

Directorate

Lisa Lacroix, EU Policy Officer, French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS)

Marina Martinez, National Contact Point, Spanish Office for Science and Technology

Nuria Noriega Esteban, Head of Communications, Barcelona Supercomputing Center

Laure Ognois, Head of International Cooperation, Swiss National Science Foundation

Simon Pickard, Network Director, Science|Business

Christine Prokopf, National Contact Point, VDI Technology Center Germany

Yannick Saintigny, COUNTERACT Projects Coordinator, French Alternative Energies and Atomic

Energy Commission (CEA)

Heike Scheuerpflug, Head of Research Support Department, University of Luxembourg

Cornelia Schmidt, EU Liaison Officer, TU Berlin

Danny Seker, Senior Director, Israel-Europe Research & Innovation Directorate

Tina Stefanova, Senior Policy Advisor for Research and Industrial Policy, Fraunhofer EU Office
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DIRECTOR OF EUROPEAN ENGAGEMENT, TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN EWA BLOCH, HEAD OF

EUROPE, INNOVATE UK NICK DEN HOLLANDER, RESEARCH INTEGRITY COORDINATOR,
ERASMUS UNIVERSITY ROTTERDAM AMBRINE DUMAS, POLICY OFFICER, CNRS JEROEN

FRIETMAN, SENIOR ADVISOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, UTRECHT UNIVERSITY ELKE
GEHWEILER, DEPUTY HEAD OF UNIT EU OFFICE, TU BERLIN IGONE GUERRA, RESEARCH
ADVISOR, UNIVERSITY OF DEUSTO ALEXANDER HASGALL, HEAD OF INTERNATIONAL
FUNDING POLICY, SWISS NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION SMADAR HIRSH, SENIOR

DIRECTOR, ISRAEL-EUROPE RESEARCH & INNOVATION DIRECTORATE BEN HUGHES,
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, RESEARCH OFFICE, IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON JENNY KARLSSON,

EXPORT CONTROL OFFICER KTH ROYAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY FREDRIK KARLSSON,
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DEAN OF RESEARCH, TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN MD NAZMUS SAKIB, ASSISTANT
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Paula Souza, Advisor to the Vice-Rector for Research, University of Luxembourg

Jae Woo Park, Senior Researcher, Korea-EU Research Centre

Jeannette Spühler, National Contact Point, Vinnova

Karin Totland, Head of Brussels Office, The Research Council of Norway

Jenny Wanselius, Head of Department, Vinnova

Simon Zemp, Scientific and Policy Officer, swissuniversities

Doris Alexander, Associate Director of European Engagement, Trinity College Dublin

Ewa Bloch, Head of Europe, Innovate UK

Lisa Bungeroth, Head of Policy, Imperial College London

Nick den Hollander, Research Integrity Coordinator, Erasmus University Rotterdam

Ambrine Dumas, Policy Officer, French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS)

Jeroen Frietman, Senior Advisor International Affairs, Utrecht University

Elke Gehweiler, Deputy Head of Unit, EU Office, TU Berlin

Igone Guerra, Research Advisor, University of Deusto

Alexander Hasgall, Head of International Funding Policy, Swiss National Science Foundation

Smadar Hirsh, Senior Director, Israel-Europe Research & Innovation Directorate

Ben Hughes, Deputy Director, Research Office, Imperial College London

Jenny Karlsson, Export Control Officer, KTH - Royal Institute of Technology

Marcel Kloosterman, Deputy Director KTO, University of Amsterdam

Nikolas Korup, EU Lawyer, TU Berlin

Kamila Kozirog, Policy Analyst, European University Association

Carolina Kristell, EU Funding and Policy expert, Karolinska Institutet

Johan Lindberg, Advisor, Vinnova

Sergiu-Matei, Lucaci, Policy & Project Officer, European University Association

Christian Österlind, Head of Office, Vinnova / Sweden's Research and Innovation Office in Brussels 

Anna Raask, Research Advisor, KTH - Royal Institute of Technology

Barbara Rossi, Research Advisor, University of Deusto

Sinead Ryan, Dean of Research, Trinity College Dublin

Md Nazmus Sakib, Assistant Professor, University of Texas at Arlington

Gwendolyn Schaeken, National Contact Point, Vinnova

Bente Schneider-Pott, Scientific Officer, Brussels Office, Max Planck Society

Yale Song, Network & Policy Officer, Korea-EU Research Centre

O B S E R V E R S

Nynke Tigchelaar, Head of Unit, European Defence Fund Implementation – Defence Technologies and

Innovation, DG DEFIS, European Commission

Rune Vistad, Director Department International Cooperation, The Research Council of Norway

Maciej Zdanowicz, EU Policy Advisor, The National Centre for Research and Development in Poland

(NCBR)

Alexandra Zingg, Research Manager & Policy Advisor, ETH Zürch
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Bringing together industry, research and policy

Novo Nordisk
Pfizer
Sanofi
Toyota

INDUSTRY

ACADEMIA

PUBLIC ORGANISATIONS

ASSOCIATIONS

Contact: Simon Pickard, Network Director (simon.pickard@sciencebusiness.net)

ATTRACT
Destination Earth (DestinE)

EIT Health

European University Association
Photonics21

Avio Aero
Elsevier/ RELX

Microsoft
Novartis

Tallinn University of Technology
Trinity College Dublin
TU Berlin
TU Eindhoven
University of Amsterdam
University of Bergen
University of Bologna
University of Deusto
University of Luxembourg
University of Montreal
University of Pisa
University of Tartu 
University of Texas at Arlington
University of Twente
University of Warwick
Utrecht University

Aalto University
Alma Mater Studiorum – Università di Bologna

Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences
Charles University

Coventry University
Erasmus University Rotterdam

ETH Zurich
Imperial College London

Karolinska Institutet
Kiel University

KTH Royal Institute of Technology
KU Leuven

Norwegian University of Science and Technology
Politecnico di Milano

Polytechnique Montréal
Stockholm University

Barcelona Supercomputing Center
CERN 

COST Association
CSC - IT Center for Science

Czech Liaison Office for Education and Research (CZELO)
EUREKA

European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts
(ECMWF) 

European Investment Bank
European Synchrotron Radiation Facility (ESRF)

Fraunhofer
French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS)

GÉANT
German Federal Institute for Materials Research and Testing

(BAM)
INESC Brussels HUB

Innovate UK
 

Israeli Innovation Authority
Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST)
Korea-EU Research Centre
Max Planck Society  
National Centre for Research and Development in Poland
(NCBR)
National Research, Development and Innovation Office of
Hungary (NRDIO)
Quebec Research Fund
Republic of South Africa - Department of Science and
Innovation
Research Council of Norway
Research Data Alliance (RDA) 
RIKEN
Spanish National Research Council (CSIC)
Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)
Vinnova

https://www.uta.edu/
https://sciencebusiness.net/networks/alma-mater-studiorum-universita-di-bologna-unibo
https://sciencebusiness.net/networks/geant
https://www.jst.go.jp/EN/
https://k-erc.eu/
https://www.mpg.de/183267/organisation
https://www.mpg.de/183267/organisation
https://www.gov.pl/web/ncbr-en
https://www.snf.ch/en

